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Who has the time to read anymore? You do, if you make the time. It's easier than you might think, with these tools and tips that find, recommend, and format good reading anywhere you want to dive into it.Photo by Let Ideas Compete.10. Make your reading bookmarks stand outIf read-later services aren't your thing, your browser's bookmark bar can
be a convenient place to stash articles and posts you plan on getting around to. You can do what Lifehacker reader leftymcrighty does, though, for better placement: reduce your permanent bookmarks (email, search sites, banking, etc.) down to icons by removing the names, and let your other bookmarks, with titles, serve as a reading list. Simple, no
software required, and bound to get you reading more, lest your bookmark bar clutter up too much.Readers offer their best tips for tweaking data files with text editors, bookmarking articles for...Read more9. Read while working outIf the cold weather or convenience put you on an exercise bike, elliptical, or other machine where you've got little to do
but stare ahead, it's not that hard to get more self-improvement done by reading at the same time. This Instructables post on a handlebar-mounted book holder shows that nearly any model can be fitted with a cheap, easy-to-affix book stand. (Original post)Working out—in and of itself—isn't always the most fun. (If it were, we'd all be a lot more fit.)...
Read more8. Speed up your readingClick to viewYou should savor clever fiction. Your average memo, however, can and should be hacked through at a faster pace. Speed reading guide Kris Madden explains in the video above how voicing out "A-E-I-O-U" or "one, two, three, four" as you read actually cancels out your subconscious tendency to read
with your larynx, just below the audible level. This not only moves you quickly through the text, but provides a more visual, memorable read. There are plenty of apps on the web, too, that can help you speed through a particular text and learn to do it on any text: Spreeder, WordFlashReader, and ZAP Reader are just a few. (Original post)7. Read
Better on iPhones with StanzaThe Kindle's great, we're sure the Nook is a proper reader, and, sure, Sony's device is good at what it does. But when it comes to beautiful presentation of digital reading on a small screen, Stanza's got it all over those clients, at least on the iPhone or iPod touch. It has its own book store, offering copies of popular
contemporary works, along with quite a few sources to grab free historical works, like Shakespeare's complete works, Edgar Allan Poe, and whatever else you're looking to get educated on. (Original post)iPhone/iPod touch only: If recession budgeting meant choosing an iPhone/iPod touch over a Kindle...Read more6. Find your next readNot all of us
have a local book shop staffed by the most knowledgeable and well-read workers on Earth. For recommendations on what you'd like, based on what you've just finished, we can turn to many spots on the net. What Should I Read Next? is a straight-up recommendation service, fed by the reading list you provide. WhichBook is a bit more subjective,
asking you to move sliders to indicate how much of any element (monsters, dystopia, romance—oh my!) you want in your reading. For the social take on what your friends have read, are reading, and recommend, try BookArmy or the veritable GoodReads. (Original posts: What Should I Read Next?, WhichBook, BookArmy).Looking for a good read?
Provide web site What Should I Read Next with your reading...Read more5. Convert any audio file to an audiobookIf you've got a spoken word MP3, or an audiobook you ripped yourself, you'd probably want your MP3 player to save your place as you make your way through the narrative. Starting with iTunes 8, it's easy to convert files to audiobook
format, complete with variable speed listening and place marking.iTunes 8 has added simple under-the-radar feature that allows you to quickly and easily tag any...Read more4. Find instructional and how-to PDFsSome how-to projects and tasks only require a single web page of instructions. Other times, you'd really like a deeper read. Search PDF is a
custom Google search that brings back only PDF files, opens them in Scribd's no-software-required viewer, and hones the search in on tutorials, instructions, and manuals. For alternative PDF finders, there's the ebook search at PDF Search Engine and simply using filetype:pdf in a Google search. (Original post)Looking for a helpful read on writing a
better resume, but can't get around pulling up everyone...Read more3. Collect articles with Instapaper & Read It LaterWhich mark-for-later, read-anytime app reigns supreme? Depends on how you like to use them. Read It Later tightly integrates with Firefox through its extension, which also hosts your want-to-read articles offline, but also offers
bookmarklets for every browser, including the iPhone. Instapaper seems to have the more focused iPhone app, but offers the same multi-browser bookmarklets. Come to think of it, they're both pretty great in their own way at making lengthy web reading accessible anywhere.Windows/Mac/Linux (Firefox): To-read manager Read It Later, a free
Firefox extension we've...Read more2. Get new books for old onesUnless you only read leather-bound first editions, there are probably a few books laying around your shelves that could find a better life in a book swap. The internet abounds with places to do it: Zunafish, currently offline but offering $1-per-book trades, PaperBackSwap, and the free
BookMooch are just a few. If getting a new book isn't necessary, you could simply tag your book with a BookCrossing tag and watch it travel the world. (Original posts: Zunafish, PaperBackSwap, BookMooch, BookCrossing)Web site Zunafish lets users trade DVDs, CDs, books, video games, VHS, and audiobooks with other...Read morel. Make web
text more eye-friendlyInstapaper and Read It Later, mentioned above, do a decent job of converting news articles and blog posts to a stripped-down, text-forward format. With customizable browser bookmarklets, though, you get your reading exactly how you want it. Readability is an early and popular entrant in the category, while Clippable and
Readable App aim for even more minimalism and customization. If you're an RSS fan, Readefine Desktop, an Adobe Air app and web project, can lay out your daily feed reading in newspaper-style columns with minimal interruption. (Original posts: Readability, Readability 2/Clippable, Readable App, Readefine)Hot on the heels of the Readability
bookmarklet, we're tipped to another eye-friendly bookmarklet...Read more What web, computer, or other tools do you use to make time for reading, make reading easier, or just find new things to read? Tell us all about your own little library tweaks in the comments. The classics. They're the bane of many a high schooler's existence. And yet, we all
have one or two (or 20) classic books that we've been meaning to read... eventually. But when you walk into the bookstore, you're instantly distracted by all those shiny new books, and it seems like up and coming YA authors probably need your money a lot more than Charles Dickens does right now. Lucky for you, though, there's this secret, hidden
realm known as the "public domain," where you can read all the classics books your literary heart desires. Right now. For free.Websites like Project Gutenberg have collected tens of thousands of public domain books for your reading pleasure. You can download e-books for your phone or kindle, or just read them right there in your browser. So if
you're looking for a free way to read more contemporary works, allow me to direct you to your friendly local library. But if you're looking to read up on the classics, right now, from the comfort of your own phone, laptop, or sci-fi ocular implant, then here are a whole slew of incredible books that can be found and legally read for free in the wilds of the
web:1'Pride and Prejudice' by Jane AustenPride and Prejudice is the rom-com to end all rom-coms. Just try not to fall for the awkward, rich, emotionally repressed Mr. Darcy as he goes about unintentionally ruining Lizzie's life (and finally, awkwardly, sweeping her off her feet).2'The Count of Monte Cristo' by Alexandre DumasThe ultimate revenge
tale still holds up over 170 years later. In Alexandre Dumas' classic novel, a man is imprisoned for a crime he didn't commit, and decides to deal with it by becoming fabulously wealthy and then utterly destroying the men who imprisoned him.3'Dracula' by Bram StokerEvery sexy vampire in modern media owes a huge debt to the original Count
himself. Bram Stoker's Dracula is rightfully known as one of the greatest horror stories of all time, complete with bloodsucking, shape-shifting, and one very charismatic Transylvanian.4'Alice's Adventures in Wonderland' by Lewis CarrollThe trippiest of classic children's books is still a great read for adults. Join little Alice as she falls down a rabbit
hole and deals with all kinds of weird nonsense while continually eating unidentified objects and changing size all over the place.5'Adventures of Sherlock Holmes' by Arthur Conan DoyleSherlock Holmes is everyone's favorite irritating detective, along with his long-suffering sidekick, Dr. John Watson. Read all about their adventures in this collection
of mysteries, and put your own deductive powers to the test.6'Frankenstein; Or, The Modern Prometheus' by Mary Wollstonecraft ShelleyYou probably know Frankenstein's monster as that big flat-top fellow with the neck bolts. But if you read Mary Shelley's original novel, you just might discover that the real Frankenstein's monster is a sensitive
giant baby-man who speaks French and just wants to be loved.7'Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself' by Harriet A. JacobsIncidents in the Life of a Slave Girl is the collected memoirs of Harriet Jacobs, who survived slavery in North Carolina and seven years of hiding in a tiny, coffin-like room. She eventually escaped to reunite with
her children in the North, and wrote this beautifully nuanced account of her life and her perilous road to freedom.8'The Complete Works of William Shakespeare' by William ShakespeareLook, you don't really have to read all of Shakespeare. But you do have the option to, with this free edition of The Complete Works. Here you'll find every last
Shakespeare play, from the classic tragedies to the forgotten comedies to the very, very long histories.9'Jane Eyre: An Autobiography' by Charlotte BrontéJane Eyre is a great book to read if you're considering getting married to your boss, but you haven't yet checked his attic for any lurking ex-wives. It's a classic coming of age tale, a Gothic romance,
and a surprisingly modern take on being a young, independent woman.10'The Picture of Dorian Gray' by Oscar WildeThe Picture of Dorian Gray teaches us all a valuable lesson: hot guys are evil and not to be trusted. Sure, there's a little more to it than that, but you'll just have to read it for yourself and find out.11'Anne of Green Gables' by L. M.
MontgomeryOne of the top two spunky redheaded orphans named Anne, Anne of Green Gables is that rare, delightful character who never seems dated. She's always there to cheer you up with her various scraps and fantasies and her bucolic Canadian country life.12'Ulysses' by James JoyceUlysses is famous for being long and confusing, but now you
can test that reputation for yourself. Sure, Joyce's writing style is a little unconventional, but if you can get past the forty page run-on sentences, you might find that Ulysses is one of the strangest, funniest, most beautifully human books out there.13'Little Women' by Louisa May AlcottFour sisters grow up together in Louisa May Alcott's Little Women,
dealing with minor trials and devastating tragedies as they go. It's a coming-of-age story that puts sisterhood front and center, in all its joy and frustration.14'Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave' by Frederick Douglass15'Les Misérables' by Victor HugoVictor Hugo revolutionized the idea of writing fiction for social change
with his stunning (and very long) novel, Les Misérables. Hugo tells the stories of various French citizens, all revolving around Jean Valjean, a man who was imprisoned for nineteen years for stealing a loaf of bread.16'Great Expectations' by Charles DickensOne of Dickens' best loved works of fiction, Great Expectations has plenty of Dickensian
orphans, reversals of fortune, poverty, crime, and one terrifying spinster in a rotting wedding dress.17'Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea' by Jules VernelLet's clear this up once and for all: the twenty thousand leagues refer to distance traveled while under water, not depth. They are not twenty thousand leagues deep. Also it's one of the
greatest hard sci-fi novels ever written.18'Poems by Emily Dickinson' by Emily DickinsonJoin your new best friend Emily Dickinson for a reclusive journey out into nature, where you might brush up against all manner of flowers and also probably Death itself.19'The Souls of Black Folk' by W. E. B. Du BoislIf you've heard the phrase "double
consciousness" tossed around recently, that's a reference to The Souls of Black Folk by W. E. B. Du Bois. One of the seminal works in the history of sociology, this book collects some of the foundational essays about race in America, still all too relevant today.20'The Works of Edgar Allan Poe — Volume 1 by Edgar Allan Poe' by Edgar Allan PoeThe
Works of Edgar Allan Poe can be found online in several disturbing volumes, complete with all of his creepy poetry, his murderous tales, and everything in between.21'The Awakening, and Selected Short Stories' by Kate ChopinThe Awakening is often credited as one of the first modern feminist novels. Chopin's heroine gradually "awakens" to the fact
that she, and most women, are systemically oppressed by society. So Edna decides to take her life into her own hands, regardless of what her husband or anybody else wants for her. There’s so much information available to us right now that it’s very easy to overlook or simply forget about things that could actually help us get to where we want to
go.Your bottom line might be improving your health, your finances, your relationships, or your happiness in life. And you can be sure there’s someone on the internet who could help you achieve that. Sometimes even for free.Unsurprisingly, change takes work. And I'm going to share with you some ideas on how to remember important information, so
that you're able to take action on it and create the kind of change you want.Get yourself some post-it notesThat’s right. Good ol’ post-it notes. The reason I'm suggesting you do that is because these things don’t disappear once you’'re done using them.Because what happens when you take notes on a piece of paper, on your computer, or on your
phone? You close the window, fold the paper, close the app, and what you wrote down is gone from view. It essentially doesn’t exist anymore.This, of course, defeats the point of taking notes (which is to remember) and facilitates procrastination.So before you start reading any book, or take any course, or engage in any project, personal or
professional, remember: Buy a pack of post-it notes.That way any truly valuable insight you come across can be in your face at all times.At least until you decide to act on it. Not every single page of every book is worth keeping in mind. Your time is just as valuable as your mental real-estate. The more wisely you’'re able to decide what occupies it, the
more efficient you can be in reaching your goals.If you've read a lot of self-help or business books, you’ll know that a lot of times entire sections are dedicated to stories. Stories that really do nothing more than illustrate concepts that were already presented, or that are yet to come. This is a good example of a place in the book where you can decide
to cut corners. You might decide to save your time, write the main idea on a post-it note, and then move on to the next big idea of the book.Even in this article, though I'm trying to be as lean as possible in the way I illustrate my main points, the most important parts of this article are still the main points. The headings.At the end of the day, that’s what
I want you to remember. Practice as soon as possibleIn her 2011 Ted Talk, Life Coach and Motivational Speaker Mel Robbins talks about her “5-second rule”. She believes that if you have an original idea, and you don’t act on it after 5 seconds, it’s dead. It dies and you will most likely never ever carry it out.Now, I won’t be that harsh but I certainly
agree that good ideas must be acted upon quickly because of Human nature.Our emotions tend to coax us into keeping things relatively the same in our lives. We don’t like sudden changes, we don’t like events that break our established patterns.This, of course, is very normal. But here’s the thing: If you get a great idea, gain some great insight from
somewhere, and then you don’t do anything...Then you’ve completely wasted your time. And if you say reading that one book in 2013 wasn’t wasted time, then what do you have to show for it today?Again I'm not trying to sound harsh.Simply pointing out the fact that if you really are committed to something (again whether that’s improving your
health, your finances, your relationships or your life satisfaction), then you will act.You’re going to take an action that brings you one step closer to the result you're committed to.Even if it’s just writing ideas down on a post-it note. Now let’s see it! :)“A real decision is measured by the fact that you've taken a new action. If there’s no action, you
haven’t truly decided.” -Tony Robbins
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