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1.0 out of 5 stars So I have difficulty with the evennumbered problem, it will be difficult to answer
the oddnumbered problem. Very dissapointed.The book does well with working through problems;
however, I wish it had more worked through problems. That being said, I recommend getting the
solutions manual. The end of chapter problems are very helpful and go in order of increasing
difficulty and ambiguity so to speak. Some examples were posed in the form of theory and that is
very convoluted. READ the math book. IT HELPS. I cant tell you how many in my class skipped
straight to the end for homework problems and just didnt do well. Concepts are there. As I always
say with any book, look for similarities and differences within the chapter. Ask why the publishers
put a section together. It will help your mind group the math you encounter. The different ways of
solving the ODE is presented and taken up a notch within each chapter. Similarities are within each
chapter. Do the end of chapter problems but use common sense; some are the same mechanisms to
get the answer, just different numbers. Other times, it may look similar but it will be a trick. If you
know how to spot those, you should know how to solve them too!The authors did not put in a lot of
boxed formulas and equations, and at times want it to almost read like a novel, with the recurring
story line of two math professors opening competing shops that goes throughout the book. This can,
at times, make it hard to figure out just what you are supposed to be focusing on.



It also uses some linear algebra concepts when it gets into solving systems of differential equations.
It does try to teach you the linear algebra material you need to know, but it was not always as clear
as the explanation you would get in a linear algebra book. My professor did not really follow the
books format, and kind of taught the material in his own way. Thankfully that was more clear than
the book, but did however make doing homework problems from the book difficult sometimes which
is why I got this. Obviously if you have to buy the textbook for class you do not have a choice, but
you may want to look at some of the differential equations and linear algebra supplements out there
if you do need to use this one. As for the solution manual itself it is pretty standard. It has the
solutions to the odd problems. It walks you through the steps, and thankfully, unlike many solution
manuals does not skip a lot of steps. When they do, it is something that is really basic that a student
taking differential equations should be able to follow.I like the solution manual, but there is
definitely a lacking in explanation. Every problem gives a pretty good stepbystep process for the
answers, but when the denser material comes in, the problems assume you learned 100% of
everything and dont explain much. Could definitely use more worded explanation and teaching of
how to get the answers to the problems.Correct answers for the most part, enough detail to follow
solutions from start to finish.If I had to pay for the solutions, I expected then all to be there, not just
the ones to the odd problems.Otherwise a very helpful book.
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