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Boy scout hand shake

© Copyright: The Reverend Michael Foster 1999. The Origins of the Left Handshake. Brian Morris in an article on Ernest Thompson Seton published in the Journal of Contemporary History in 1970 suggests that the origin of the Left Handshake owes itself to Baden-Powell copying Seton. Seton illustrated this handshake in one of his books as early as
1901 - The Lives of the Hunted. However not a few have been disquieted by this and point out that Baden-Powell gave his own explanation of the Left Handshake's origin. There are two problems associated with this explanation. 1. No mention of a Left Handshake is given by B.-P. in his diaries, or in the Eton 'scout' scheme of 1904 or in the Boys
Brigade Scout scheme of 1906. It is only introduced in 1907/8 after the meeting and correspondence with Seton. 2. There are at least four different explanations of the origins of the Scout Left Handshake, two of which claim to originate from B-P, one based on friendship between two tribes, and the other, an alleged Ashanti tradition based on bravery.
Of the other two explanations offered in a Scout Annual of 1960, it is hinted that the first was current in B.-P.'s day. It just might have been possible to reconcile both accounts (i.e. laying dawn your shield is showing no fear - true bravery), however the contexts are different. B.-P. is part of one story as he is introduced to a regular tradition of the
Ashanti. The other story is about a spectacular but single gesture of an event between two tribes. From the introduction to the Left Handshake by Lord Rowallan #1. "WHEN COLONEL BADEN-POWELL entered the capital city of the Ashanti people in 1896 he was met by one of the Chiefs who came to him holding out his left hand. B.-P. held out his
right in return but the Chief said: "No, in my country the bravest of the brave shake with the left hand" So began the "left handshake" of the world-wide brotherhood of Scouts. From 'Olave Baden-Powell' by. Eileen Wade #2. The let handshake, common to Scouts and Guides everywhere, and peculiar to them, has a romantic reason underlying it. The
Founder, in explaining it, used to tell the story of two tribes in Africa that were constantly at war with one another, until suddenly one day the leader of one of them had a change of heart. He came to the border of his own territory and, when the chief of the opposing tribe appeared, flung down his shield and held out his left hand in friendship, saying
that here was the proof at he had come unarmed and in a new spirit. The other chief responded at once and this giving of the left hand came to be regarded as a sign of love and trust for those who live by a common Law and Promise. Hence the expression "a disarming smile". From 'Stetsons and Bare Knees' Pathfinder Scout Annual 1960, Sydney R.
Brown #3. The Left Handshake In West Africa the left handshake is a mark of distinction reserved for use between a chief and his most trusted followers. B.-P. introduced it into the Scout movement. It has since been explained that Scouts shake hands with their left hand because it is the hand nearest the heart. The attempt to provide the "nearest to
the heart" explanation, is clearly late on in time, and was probably due to the need, to cut through the confusion provided by three separate explanations circulating the Scout movement, at least two of which are attributed to Baden-Powell. The end result was to add to the confusion! The question remains what is the true origin of the Left Handshake
? Baden-Powell had provided a whole mythology in the development of the scout movement. He provided romance, even down to the smallest detail. Nothing belonged to the realm of the mundane. Everything had meaning. The Scout membership badge, and the First Class badge, as soon as they were woven in cloth, the surround was given a Zulu
shield shape. The five pointed stars introduced into the petals of the fleur-de-lis to produce an unique version so as to ensure its registration as a trade mark became no accident. Each point of the two stars represented one of the Scout Laws. The Law and Promise, originated from the Knights of old rather than the real location of a
Victorian/Edwardian antiquated view of the Middle Ages. Whole training schemes could be invested in meaning. Each Wolf Cub acted out Kipling's Jungle Book. Rover Scouts were involved in Knightly Quests and were Invested after serving a squireship. The explanation of the Left Handshake fitted in with this provision of meaning B-P with which
endowed the movement. Both versions of the Left Handshake origins provided by B.-P. are given appropriate to certain specific contexts. Rowallan's version on bravery prefaces a book on scout heroics during the War Wade's version prefaces a view on international friendship. It would be difficult to place Wade's version as a preface to War exploits. It
might well be that B.-P. provided all three stories - at different times, addressing in their original context similar circumstances. However this cannot be confirmed or disproved as nowhere in his writings are we provided with the origins of the Left Handshake. What is certain is the fact that B.-P. copied from Seton the idea of proficiency badges,
Patrol Totems, the division between First and Second Class, the term "Tenderfoot' for a novice. Only two isolated examples of B.-P. using the term '‘Woodcraft' can be found prior to B.-P. meeting Seton - thereafter B.-P. used the term regularly in the context of the Scout training scheme. B.-P. also copied and renamed Seton's scouting games. B.-P. even
re-manufactured Seton's tracking irons as his own. Given the overwhelming debt to Seton's Woodcraft scheme, the probability of copying the Left Handshake must be high. Yet to have said that the Left Handshake simply owed itself to the ideas of another man, robs tradition of romance and mythology - the twin ingredients that lifted Scouting above
other youth movements of the day. #1 - The Boy Scout Movement during the War, Hilary St George Saunders, Collins 1949. #2 Olave Baden-Powell, Eileen Wade, Hodder and Stoughton 1971. #3 Pathfinder Annual The Thames Publishing Co, London 1960, pages 30 - 32. Explanation of the Left Hand Shake, page 32. Back to Scout History
Association Home Page. February 19, 2019 February 19, 2019/ Life Scouter The fourth requirement that all cub scouts must complete before working on their den ranks is found in the Bobcat rank. The cub scout handshake is completed by each scout using their right hand and placing their index and middle finger on the inside wrist of the scout they
are giving the handshake too. The handshake means that each scout will help others remember and obey the Scout Oath and Scout Law February 19, 2019/ Life Scouter/ THE CUB SCOUT HANDSHAKE "SHOW THE CUBSCOUT HANDSHAKE. TELL WHAT IT MEANS." HERE'S HOW TO SHAKE HANDS WITH ANOTHER CUB SCOUT. HOLD OUT
YOUR RIGHT HAND JUST AS YOU ALWAYS DO TO SHAKE HANDS. PUT YOUR FIRST TWO FINGERS ALONG THE INSIDE OF THE OTHER BOYS WRIST. The Cub handshake means that you "HELP" and that you "OBEY" the Law of the Pack. Scout handshakeMexican scouts using the handshake to welcome new members Scouting portal The left-
handed Scout handshake is a formal way of greeting other Scouts of both genders and is used by members of Scout and Guide organizations around the world. The handshake is made with the hand nearest to the heart and is offered as a token of friendship. In most situations, the handshake is made firmly, without interlocking fingers, and many
organizations only use this handshake when both people are in uniform. There are some variations of the handshake between national Scouting organizations and also within some program sections.[1] The 1935 Boy Scout Handbook says that "By agreement of the Scout Leaders throughout the world, Boy Scouts greet Brother Scouts with a warm left
hand clasp." All World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts members share the left handshake, and when meeting other Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, it may be used in conjunction with the Scout sign done with the right hand.[2] Meaning of the left-hand Various sources have attributed the origin of the handshake, as an ancient sign of bravery
and respect, to Lord Baden-Powell's encounter after battle with Prempeh I, or to earlier published works by Ernest Thompson Seton. There exist various versions of the Prempeh story, all centering on African warriors using the left hand to hold their shields and to lower it and shake the left hand of the person was to show they trusted each other.[2]
According to the Ashanti warrior version of the story, then-Colonel Baden-Powell saluted them with his right hand, but the Ashanti chiefs offered their left hands and said, "In our land only the bravest of the brave shake hands with the left hand, because to do so we must drop our shields and our protection." The Ashantis knew of Baden-Powell's
bravery because they had fought against him and with him, and they were proud to offer the left hand of bravery.[1] Another version of the story is that the left-handed handshake was a homage paid to Chief Kweku Andoh who was left-handed and had the tendency to shake hands with his left. Baden-Powell dedicated his account 'The Downfall of
Prempeh' to him: "(Without His Permission). To Chief Andoh of Elmina. My Guide, Adviser and Friend". Chief Kweku Andoh was the officer in the British Army that led the troops to Kumase when they captured Prempeh I and purportedly taught Baden-Powell how to scout in the jungle.[2] The term itself was used as the title of a work by Hilary Saint
George Saunders, The Left Handshake: The Boy Scout Movement during the War, 1939-1945[3], because of the extraordinary courage shown during those times. According to the foreword by British Chief Scout Lord Rowallan, When Colonel Baden-Powell entered the capital city of the Ashanti people in 1890 he was met by one of the Chiefs who
came to him holding out his left hand. B.-P. held out his right in return but the Chief said: "No, in my country the bravest of the brave shake with the left hand." So began the "left handshake" of the world-wide brotherhood of Scouts. In this book are told some of the stories of courage and endurance shown by Scouts in many different countries during
the war of 1939-45. There would not be room even in many books to tell them all. Many, indeed, can never be told; some for political reasons, some because the actors died unknown. They remembered their Promise, to do their best to do their duty to God, and their Country; to think of other people and not themselves. So, when the time came, they
were prepared in body and in spirit to render their service. Their record is unsurpassed; they were "the bravest of the brave."[3] The left hand is also closer to the heart, with that attendant symbolism.[2] References ~ a b Hansen, Walter (1985). Der Wolf, der nie schlaft: Das abenteuerliche Leben des Lord Baden Powell (in German). Freiburg-Basel-
Vienna: Herder. p. 162. ISBN 3451204533. Gruf3, Pfiff und System der kleinen Gruppe; and p. 124, p. 126/27 (Die Krobos:Geheimbund an der Goldkiiste) ©~ a b ¢ d Foster, Michael (1999). "The Origins of the Left Handshake". Scout History Association. Retrieved 2019-02-15. ~ a b Saunders, Hilary St. George (1949). The Left Handshake: The Boy
Scout Movement during the War, 1939-1945. London: Collins. ASIN BO0O3A06GPK. External links "Scout Requirements Study Guide". BoyScoutTrail.com. Retrieved 2019-02-15. "The Scout Salute". Den 2, Cub Scout Pack 3149. Hudsonville, MI. Retrieved 2019-02-15. Retrieved from "
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