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Benzonatate	200	mg	capsule	information

The	symptoms	of	overdose	can	appear	15–20	minutes	after	swallowing	the	capsule,	and	death	can	happen	in	about	one	hour.	This	can	help	make	sure	you	stay	safe	while	you	take	this	drug.	You	shouldn’t	break,	chew,	cut,	or	crush	this	drug.This	drug	is	used	to	relieve	coughing.	This	may	cause	you	to	feel	dizzy	or	faint.If	you	have	an	allergic	reaction,
call	your	doctor	or	local	poison	control	center	right	away.	Your	risk	may	be	higher	if	you	chew	or	suck	the	capsule	instead	of	swallowing	it	whole.	It	starts	working	about	15–20	minutes	after	you	swallow	it.	Don’t	break,	chew,	cut,	or	crush	this	medication.Not	every	pharmacy	stocks	this	drug.	A	class	of	drugs	is	a	group	of	medications	that	work	in	a
similar	way.	Keep	this	drug	away	from	light.Don’t	store	this	medication	in	moist	or	damp	areas,	such	as	bathrooms.	Generic	drugs	usually	cost	less.	However,	because	drugs	affect	each	person	differently,	we	cannot	guarantee	that	this	list	includes	all	possible	dosages.	Benzonatate	oral	capsule	is	a	prescription	drug	that’s	available	as	a	brand-name
drug	called	Tessalon.	Keep	it	in	your	carry-on	bag.Don’t	worry	about	airport	X-ray	machines.	Keep	this	medication	in	the	container	it	came	in,	tightly	closed.	When	filling	your	prescription,	be	sure	to	call	ahead	to	make	sure	your	pharmacy	carries	it.StorageStore	benzonatate	at	room	temperature	between	59°F	and	86°F	(15°C	and	30°C).	When	flying,
never	put	it	into	a	checked	bag.	This	drug	starts	working	about	15	to	20	minutes	after	you	swallow	it.	Always	discuss	possible	side	effects	with	a	healthcare	provider	who	knows	your	medical	history.An	interaction	is	when	a	substance	changes	the	way	a	drug	works.	Don’t	take	this	drug	again	if	you’ve	ever	had	an	allergic	reaction	to	it.	You	may	need	to
decide	whether	to	stop	breastfeeding	or	stop	taking	this	medication.For	children:	This	medication	hasn’t	been	studied	and	shouldn’t	be	used	in	children	younger	than	10	years	old.	Some	may	be	better	suited	for	you	than	others.	It	may	also	cause	negative	effects	on	your	heart	and	blood	vessels.Psychiatric	problems:	This	drug	may	cause	confusion	and
visual	hallucinations	(seeing	something	that	isn’t	there).	Why	it’s	usedBenzonatate	is	used	to	relieve	coughing.	See	the	FDA's	Safe	Disposal	of	Medicines	website	(	for	more	information	if	you	do	not	have	access	to	a	take-back	program.It	is	important	to	keep	all	medication	out	of	sight	and	reach	of	children	as	many	containers	(such	as	weekly	pill
minders	and	those	for	eye	drops,	creams,	patches,	and	inhalers)	are	not	child-resistant	and	young	children	can	open	them	easily.	If	you	are	trying	to	access	this	site	from	the	United	States	and	believe	you	have	received	this	message	in	error,	please	reach	out	to	legal@goodrx.com	and	let	us	know.	This	means	you	may	need	to	take	it	with	other
medications.How	it	worksBenzonatate	belongs	to	a	class	of	drugs	called	antitussive	agents.	To	help	prevent	interactions,	your	doctor	should	manage	all	of	your	medications	carefully.	You	should	always	consult	your	doctor	or	other	healthcare	professional	before	taking	any	medication.	Your	dosage,	drug	form,	and	how	often	you	take	the	drug	will
depend	on:your	agethe	condition	being	treatedhow	severe	your	condition	isother	medical	conditions	you	havehow	you	react	to	the	first	doseForms	and	strengthsGeneric:	BenzonatateForm:	oral	capsuleStrengths:	100	mg,	150	mg,	200	mgBrand:	TessalonForm:	oral	capsuleStrengths:	200	mgDosage	to	relieve	coughingAdult	dosage	(ages	18	years	and
older)Take	100–200	mg	three	times	per	day	as	needed	for	your	cough.	This	can	be	harmful	or	prevent	the	drug	from	working	well.	Serious	side	effects	and	their	symptoms	can	include	the	following:allergic	reactions,	symptoms	can	include:	trouble	breathingswelling	or	tightness	in	your	throatheart	and	blood	vessel	problems,	such	as	very	low	blood
pressure.	To	protect	young	children	from	poisoning,	always	lock	safety	caps	and	immediately	place	the	medication	in	a	safe	location	–	one	that	is	up	and	away	and	out	of	their	sight	and	reach.	It	comes	with	risks	if	you	don’t	take	it	as	prescribed.If	you	don’t	take	it	at	all:	Your	coughing	will	continue.If	you	take	too	much:	You	could	have	dangerous	levels
of	the	drug	in	your	body.	All	possible	dosages	and	drug	forms	may	not	be	included	here.	Always	speak	with	your	healthcare	provider	about	possible	interactions	with	all	prescription	drugs,	vitamins,	herbs	and	supplements,	and	over-the-counter	drugs	that	you	are	taking.This	drug	comes	with	several	warnings.NumbnessCall	your	doctor	if	you	have
numbness	of	your	tongue,	mouth,	throat,	or	face	that	doesn’t	go	away	or	gets	worse.You	shouldn’t	eat	or	drink	if	you	have	numbness	in	your	tongue,	mouth,	throat,	or	face	after	taking	this	drug.	Call	your	doctor	if	your	cough	isn’t	getting	better.	This	makes	you	cough	less	after	taking	the	drug.Benzonatate	oral	capsule	can	cause	drowsiness	as	well	as
other	side	effects.	There	are	other	drugs	available	to	treat	your	condition.	Its	effects	last	for	3	to	8	hours.Keep	these	considerations	in	mind	if	your	doctor	prescribes	benzonatate	oral	capsule	for	you.GeneralYou	can	take	benzonatate	with	or	without	food.You	should	swallow	this	drug	whole.	However,	you	should	not	flush	this	medication	down	the
toilet.	Accidentally	swallowing	this	drug	could	be	fatal	(cause	death)	in	children	younger	than	10	years	old.	Symptoms	can	appear	as	soon	as	15	to	20	minutes	after	taking	too	much.	Disclaimer:	Our	goal	is	to	provide	you	with	the	most	relevant	and	current	information.	Symptoms	can	include:trouble	breathingswelling	or	tightness	in	your	throatheart
and	blood	vessel	problems,	such	as	very	low	blood	pressure.	TravelWhen	traveling	with	your	medication:Always	carry	your	medication	with	you.	Your	doctor	will	write	the	number	of	refills	authorized	on	your	prescription.	You	should	not	need	a	new	prescription	for	this	medication	to	be	refilled.	However,	because	drugs	affect	each	person	differently,
we	cannot	guarantee	that	this	information	includes	all	possible	side	effects.	If	they’re	more	severe	or	don’t	go	away,	talk	to	your	doctor	or	pharmacist.Serious	side	effectsCall	your	doctor	right	away	if	you	have	serious	side	effects.	Benzonatate	may	be	used	alone	or	with	other	medications.Benzonatate	belongs	to	a	class	of	drugs	called	Antitussives.It	is
not	known	if	Benzonatate	is	safe	and	effective	in	children	younger	than	10	years	of	age.What	are	the	possible	side	effects	of	Benzonatate?Benzonatate	may	cause	serious	side	effects	including:confusion,difficulty	breathing,difficulty	speaking,visual	hallucinations,shortness	of	breath,tightness	in	the	chest,	andwheezingGet	medical	help	right	away,	if
you	have	any	of	the	symptoms	listed	above.The	most	common	side	effects	of	Benzonatate	include:drowsiness,dizziness,headache,stomach	upset,constipation,stuffy	nose,hypersensitivity	reactions,confusion,visual	hallucinations,nausea,itching,skin	breakouts,burning	in	the	eyes,	andchillsTell	the	doctor	if	you	have	any	side	effect	that	bothers	you	or	that
does	not	go	away.These	are	not	all	the	possible	side	effects	of	Benzonatate.	The	maximum	dosage	is	600	mg	per	day.Child	dosage	(ages	0	to	10	years)This	medication	hasn’t	been	studied	and	shouldn’t	be	used	in	children	younger	than	10	years	old.	Call	your	doctor	right	away	if	you	become	pregnant	while	taking	this	drug.Women	who	are
breastfeeding:	Benzonatate	may	pass	into	breast	milk	and	may	cause	side	effects	in	a	child	who	is	breastfed.	However,	because	drugs	interact	differently	in	each	person,	we	cannot	guarantee	that	this	information	includes	all	possible	interactions.	For	more	information,	ask	your	doctor	or	pharmacist.Call	your	doctor	for	medical	advice	about	side
effects.	It	is	very	important	to	store	this	medication	in	a	closed	child-proof	container	and	to	keep	it	out	of	reach	of	children.	If	your	symptoms	are	severe,	call	911	or	go	to	the	nearest	emergency	room.	This	information	is	not	a	substitute	for	medical	advice.	This	drug	should	be	used	only	if	the	potential	benefit	justifies	the	potential	risk	to	the	fetus.	Call
911	if	your	symptoms	feel	life-threatening	or	if	you	think	you’re	having	a	medical	emergency.	If	accidental	ingestion	occurs,	seek	medical	attention	immediately	(see	OVERDOSE).DESCRIPTIONBenzonatate,	a	non-narcotic	antitussive	agent,	is	2,	5,	8,	11,	14,	17,	20,	23,	26-nonaoxaoctacosan-28-yl	p-(butylamino)	benzoate;	with	a	molecular	weight	of
603.7.Benzonatate	Capsules,	USP	contain	100	mg	or	200	mg	of	benzonatate,	USP.Benzonatate	Capsules	also	contain:	D&C	Yellow	No.	10,	gelatin,	glycerin,	methylparaben	sodium	and	propylparaben	sodium.	However,	this	article	should	not	be	used	as	a	substitute	for	the	knowledge	and	expertise	of	a	licensed	healthcare	professional.	Stop	paying	too
much	for	your	prescriptions	Thanks	for	visiting!	GoodRx	is	not	available	outside	of	the	United	States.	This	medication	needs	to	be	swallowed	whole.	Keep	this	drug	away	from	young	children.This	dosage	information	is	for	benzonatate	oral	capsule.	Its	effects	last	for	3–8	hours.Allergic	reactions:	This	drug	needs	to	be	swallowed	whole.	This	may	cause
spasms	of	your	bronchi	(the	main	passageway	into	your	throat	and	airways)	and	vocal	cords.	The	absence	of	warnings	or	other	information	for	a	given	drug	does	not	indicate	that	the	drug	or	drug	combination	is	safe,	effective,	or	appropriate	for	all	patients	or	all	specific	uses.	It’s	also	available	as	a	generic	drug.	Store	it	at	room	temperature	and	away
from	excess	heat	and	moisture	(not	in	the	bathroom).Unneeded	medications	should	be	disposed	of	in	special	ways	to	ensure	that	pets,	children,	and	other	people	cannot	consume	them.	These	drugs	are	often	used	to	treat	similar	conditions.Benzonatate	works	by	numbing	the	receptors	in	your	airways	that	cause	you	to	cough.	This	may	cause	you	to
feel	dizzy	or	faint.confusionhallucinations	(seeing	or	hearing	something	that	isn’t	there)chest	numbnessburning	of	your	eyes	Disclaimer:	Our	goal	is	to	provide	you	with	the	most	relevant	and	current	information.	This	serious	side	effect	has	only	been	seen	in	people	who	were	also	taking	other	medications.Overdose	in	children:	Accidentally	swallowing
this	drug	could	be	fatal	(cause	death)	in	children	younger	than	10	years	old.	Be	sure	to	tell	your	doctor	about	all	medications,	vitamins,	or	herbs	you’re	taking.To	find	out	how	benzonatate	oral	capsule	might	interact	with	something	else	you’re	taking,	talk	to	your	doctor	or	pharmacist.Disclaimer:	Our	goal	is	to	provide	you	with	the	most	relevant	and
current	information.	Talk	to	your	doctor	if	you	breastfeed	your	child.	Keep	it	as	close	to	77°F	(25°C)	as	you	can.	Benzonatate	is	a	prescription	medicine	used	to	treat	the	symptoms	of	cough.	More	common	side	effectsThe	more	common	side	effects	of	benzonatate	oral	capsule	include:drowsinessdizzinessheadachesconstipationnauseaupset
stomachbreakoutsnasal	congestionIf	these	effects	are	mild,	they	may	go	away	within	a	few	days	or	a	couple	of	weeks.	The	maximum	dosage	is	600	mg	per	day.Child	dosage	(ages	11	to	17	years)Take	100–200	mg	three	times	per	day	as	needed	for	your	cough.	In	some	cases,	they	may	not	be	available	in	every	strength	or	form	as	the	brand-name
version.Benzonatate	also	comes	as	an	oral	perle	(smaller	capsule).	The	drug	information	contained	herein	is	subject	to	change	and	is	not	intended	to	cover	all	possible	uses,	directions,	precautions,	warnings,	drug	interactions,	allergic	reactions,	or	adverse	effects.	Talk	to	your	doctor	about	other	drug	options	that	may	work	for	you.Disclaimer:



Healthline	has	made	every	effort	to	make	certain	that	all	information	is	factually	correct,	comprehensive,	and	up-to-date.	These	issues	include:Cough.	Severe	reactions	have	required	intervention	with	vasopressor	agents	and	supportive	measures.Psychiatric	EffectsIsolated	instances	of	bizarre	behavior,	including	mental	confusion	and	visual
hallucinations,	have	also	been	reported	in	patients	taking	benzonatate	in	combination	with	other	prescribed	drugs.Accidental	Ingestion	And	Death	In	ChildrenKeep	benzonatate	out	of	reach	of	children.Accidental	ingestion	of	benzonatate	resulting	in	death	has	been	reported	in	children	below	age	10.Signs	and	symptoms	of	overdose	have	been
reported	within	15	to	20	minutes	and	death	has	been	reported	within	one	hour	of	ingestion.	Talk	to	your	pharmacist	or	contact	your	local	garbage/recycling	department	to	learn	about	take-back	programs	in	your	community.	Brand	name:	Tessalon.Benzonatate	comes	in	the	form	of	a	capsule	and	a	perle	(smaller	capsule)	you	take	by	mouth.	Always
carry	the	original	prescription-labeled	box	with	you.Don’t	put	this	medication	in	your	car’s	glove	compartment	or	leave	it	in	the	car.	They	can’t	hurt	your	medication.You	may	need	to	show	airport	staff	the	pharmacy	label	for	your	medication.	AllergiesBenzonatate	can	cause	a	severe	allergic	reaction.	That	means	two	things:Research	in	animals	has
shown	adverse	effects	to	the	fetus	when	the	mother	takes	the	drug.There	haven’t	been	enough	studies	done	in	humans	to	be	certain	how	the	drug	might	affect	the	fetus.Talk	to	your	doctor	if	you’re	pregnant	or	planning	to	become	pregnant.	People	who	chew	or	suck	the	capsule	are	at	higher	risk	for	allergic	reactions.	If	your	child	swallows	this	drug,
call	your	doctor	or	seek	medical	help	right	away.	If	your	symptoms	are	severe,	call	911	or	go	to	the	nearest	emergency	room	right	away.How	to	tell	if	the	drug	is	working:	You	shouldn’t	cough	as	much.	Be	sure	to	avoid	doing	this	when	the	weather	is	very	hot	or	very	cold.	Symptoms	of	an	overdose	include:chokingbreathing	problemsfeeling
restlessshakinessseizuresbrain	swellingstopping	of	your	heartcoma	(being	unconscious	for	a	long	time)deathIf	you	think	you’ve	taken	too	much	of	this	drug,	call	your	doctor	or	local	poison	control	center.	You	may	report	side	effects	to	FDA	at	1-800-FDA-1088.WARNINGHypersensitivitySevere	hypersensitivity	reactions	(including	bronchospasm,
laryngospasm	and	cardiovascular	collapse)	have	been	reported	which	are	possibly	related	to	local	anesthesia	from	sucking	or	chewing	the	capsule	instead	of	swallowing	it.	RefillsA	prescription	for	this	medication	is	refillable.	Clinical	monitoringYou	and	your	doctor	should	monitor	certain	health	issues.	Instead,	the	best	way	to	dispose	of	your
medication	is	through	a	medicine	take-back	program.	Your	risk	may	be	higher	if	you	chew	or	suck	this	drug	instead	of	swallowing	it	whole.	Its	effects	last	for	3–8	hours.Benzonatate	may	be	used	as	part	of	a	combination	therapy.	Taking	it	again	could	be	fatal	(cause	death).Warnings	for	certain	groupsFor	pregnant	women:	Benzonatate	is	a	category	C
pregnancy	drug.	Highlights	for	benzonatateBenzonatate	oral	capsule	is	available	as	both	a	generic	drug	and	a	brand-name	drug.	Always	speak	with	your	doctor	or	pharmacist	about	dosages	that	are	right	for	you.Benzonatate	oral	capsule	is	typically	used	for	short-term	treatment.	Once	the	numbness	goes	away,	you	can	eat	and	drink.	Children	may	be
attracted	to	the	shape	and	look	of	the	liquid-filled	capsules	and	may	die	if	they	swallow	the	medication.
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